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February 7, 2010
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

In the old Walt Kelly comic strip "Pogo"
every time things would get to be too much
for the main characters you could bet on see-
ing the "Gone fishin" sign posted on a nearby
tree. It was a literary device that Kelly used,
to bring a break to the previous action and
change the story line. In a way, Luke does the
same thing in Sunday's Gospel. After the press
of the crowds, Jesus convinces Simon to let
him teach from the boat. Then he tells him to
head out into deep water to fish. We've
changed the subject from Jesus healing and

preaching. Suddenly, we've "Gone fishin'," and while initially that's
what is (iterally happening, it doesn't stay that way for long. It's a
setup for the greater point of the story: "From now on you will be
catching men."

It's not just Simon and the sons of Zebedee that get led into this +=
convenient little scenario. Gospels arve not just quaint stovies. They
are good news for us as well. Jesus gets into (ife with us, much (ike he J\
got into Stmon's boat. He tells us to go out a little farther, that is,
to stretch our faith a little more. And even when we want to give
up ("we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing")
he tells us to cast into the deep. Trusting in him, we find that
wondrous things happen as we witness to the meaning of Jesus
in our lives. In the end, the example of our faith is to lead
others to Jesus. That's where instead of fish, we'll be catching
men and women.

It wouldn't be the worst thing in the world if we hung
a little "Gone fishin"" sign somewhere where we would see
it every day, as long as we remember that our faith is
the net, and from now on we're out there fishing to bring
others to Christ.
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Sunday, 1/31/10

0 = J * KO 00000 0OO0O0O00O00O0 M@ 1

4 )-- ¥/ 00000000000000000O0 M ™

0 + Ao AN el & - K O > >
1)-- v /7 #b s O 0000000 OOM™

Sunday )-- t / 00000000000 M1l "1

$ / - Weekly)- /7 00 M" "

Sunday )-- § / J7h+ B 6K 000000 M ™ § *
Sunday ) 4/ J$ / B 6K 00000 M * @ "
)= (Short) B 6 00000000 M(40,773.05)

Special Collection for Haiti Earthquake
Total as of 1/31/10000 OOO OOO 0%$6,249.12
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LECTORS SCHEDULE FOR 2/13-2/14
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SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND
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SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR THE CHURCH
IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE
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